February 08, 2022
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg, Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: RAISE Grant Program’s Regional Economic Importance to Marshall County, Illinois
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
On behalf of the City of Henry, our regional economy, and the driving safety of our community, I am asking you
and your staff to carefully consider Marshall County’s RAISE Grant program application for the grave need of
realignment and reconstruction of County Highway 6 west of Henry, Illinois. The safety issues surrounding this
mile long stretch of CH 6 are numerous. Also numerous is the county engineering staff’s past efforts to secure
federal assistance for a county of less than 12,000 residents. However, I am confident that your new
administration will consider the below points and support it just as our small, hardworking community does.
Safety
Locally known as the “Western Curves”, this mile long, ‘improved’ wagon road section of CH6 has produced
many vehicle crashes due to the roadway winding through the steep river bluffs and therefore having,
numerous blind curves, steep grade, narrow pavement and bridges, no safety shoulders, and steep ditches.
The existing roadway wasn’t constructed to handle the weight and size of today’s agricultural combines,
tractors, and implements as well as the grain and commercial semi- trucks that use this route daily.
The aforementioned blind curves and steep, narrow conditions make daily school bus stops within the
“Western Curves” an anxious event for parents, bus drivers as well as drivers passing through.
Economic Transportation
The Illinois River adds $36 Billion dollars to the Illinois economy and CH 6 is a primary truck route linking northsouth running State Highway 40 and the agricultural farms and industries of Stark, Bureau and western
Marshall counties to the grain and industrial facilities along the banks of the Illinois River. Those facilities
include the Port of Henry, the Heart of Illinois (Regional) Port District, and Marquis Energy, the nation’s 2nd
largest ethanol plant.
RAISE’s funding support of CH 6 improvements will fit hand-in-hand with the Illinois Department of
Transportation’s plans to replace Route 18’s 85-year-old steel bridge across the Illinois River, located only 3
miles east of the ‘Western Curves’.
CH 6’s intersection with State Routes 18 and 29 in Henry is not only an important transportation node but also
an important commercial center to Henry.
I appreciate your strong consideration of Marshall County’s CH 6 RAISE application. Feel free to contact me
about any of the important points shared above.

Best Regards,

Jeff Bergfeld
Mayor, City of Henry, 815-303-3996 (m) jeff@henry-il.com.

613 W Marquette Street Ottawa, Illinois 61350

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg, Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am very pleased to write in support of the Marshall County’s application to the RAISE Grant program
for the realignment and reconstruction of CH 6 west of Henry, Illinois.
This existing CH 6 section is a winding, hilly roadway that is unsafe and inefficient for truck traffic.
Out of a 13 mile straight and level truck route, this one-mile section has several dangerous curves
with design speeds dropping to 25 mph. Over the last twenty years there has been approximately
100 accidents including four fatalities.
CH 6 is a vital link connecting areas to the west of the Illinois River to grain facilities and other
industries along the Illinois River. The project will provide an improved connection in the region for
highway, rail, and barge transportation.
Successful receipt of this funding will allow Marshall County to realign and reconstruct one of the
most heavily traveled and critical pieces of infrastructure on the county highway system. The
reconstructed roadway will provide a safer, more efficient transportation link for freight trucks that will
be viable for 20 years without additional investment.
I believe that funding for this project is critical to long-term sustainment of the local economy and will
aid in the continued development of the much-needed river port in Henry, Illinois. It is for these
reasons that we respectfully ask for your full and fair consideration of Marshall County’s application
for funding through a RAISE grant.

Sincerely,

Duane Calbow
Economic Development Planner

February 17, 2022
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg, Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am very pleased to write in support of the Marshall County’s application to the RAISE
Grant program for the realignment and reconstruction of CH 6 west of Henry, Illinois.
This existing CH 6 section is a winding, hilly roadway that is unsafe and inefficient for
truck traffic. Out of a 13 mile straight and level truck route, this one-mile section has
several dangerous curves with design speeds dropping to 25 mph. Over the last twenty
years there has been approximately 100 accidents including four fatalities.
CH 6 is a vital link connecting areas to the west of the Illinois River to grain facilities and
other industries along the Illinois River. The project will provide an improved connection
in the region for highway, rail, and barge transportation.
Successful receipt of this funding will allow Marshall County to realign and reconstruct
one of the most heavily traveled and critical pieces of infrastructure on the county
highway system. The reconstructed roadway will provide a safer, more efficient
transportation link for freight trucks that will be viable for 20 years without additional
investment.
I believe that funding for this project is critical to long-term sustainment of the local
economy and will aid in the continued development of the much-needed river port in
Henry, Illinois. It is for these reasons that we respectfully ask for your full and fair
consideration of Marshall County’s application for funding through a RAISE grant.
Sincerely,

Kathi Kazala
Senior Asset Manager
Orion Energy Group LLC
155 Grand Ave #706
Oakland CA 94612

